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KISS FANS FUEL BAND’S
ENDURING GLOBAL SUCCESS

THEY'RE CALLED THE Kiss Army
and they are legion. m Kiss co-founder
Gene Simmons s secifically dates the
origins of the 1a|)1c[ fan base known as
the Kiss Army to 1975 in Terre Haute,
Ind., of all places (see Q (A, page 34). m
Ruwuﬂ: s of whe n and where it began,
this army has legs and its IU\-.;I?\ is
unquestioned. This is a dedicated fan
base thal |).LL1\H concerts around the
globe and has created an unparalleled
marketplace for some 5, {J{J!H licensed
Kiss merchandise items.
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The carly growth of the Ki
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among fans. Radio didn't play Kiss in the early
going, crit mhbasted the band, and the
music business elite ipnored it,

But word-of-mouth about the act's shows
began to spread with its first national tour in
1974, and the band was selling adium
before it had its first hit with the live version
of “Rock and Roll All Nite” in 1975, which
peaked at No. 12 on the Billboard Hot 100,
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